A-Level Psychology — Preparing for September

Expectation for folders and note making — folders and quality of notes will be checked regularly.

1. You need to get a lever arch folder and all notes should be in a separate plastic wallet or hole punched (this is
to be brought to every lesson) — you can decide if you want separate folders for each of the three exam
papers. The specification/handbook will be at the front of your folder which will be provided to you during our
first lesson.

2. Each section of your folder will be separated with a divider. A checklist/spec check for each topic will be filed
at the front of each section. Your notes will be neat and filed in lesson order. Any exam
questions/essays/assessments and homework tasks will be at the back of each section in a plastic wallet.

3. After you finish each topic, you will be expected to complete an independent credit sheet for that section.
These sheets will be provided by Mrs Dangerfield and the deadline will be specified.

Textbooks and equipment.

4. | would strongly suggest buying the text book as this will help you with your work. The textbook is called: AQA
Psychology for A level Year 1 and AS - llluminate Publishing (also known as the green haired girl book).
This can be purchased on Amazon and other various websites. See below for an image of the 2™ edition of this
textbook, however you may also be able to pick up a second-hand copy up of the 1% edition.

5. Bring your own paper/notepad with you along with stationary e.g. pen, pencil, ruler, etc...

6. Please also be aware that you may need access to a calculator in some lessons.




Useful Websites for Wider Reading/Research:

BBC 4 Mind Changers has lots of podcasts and episodes related to key aspects of psychology e.g. HM —the man who
couldn’t remember, Elizabeth Loftus’ research into eye-witness testimony and Rotter’s Locus of Control (LOC) to
name just a few of what we have covered so far on the specification.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b008cylj/episodes/player

The Dana Foundation allows you to explore the brain in more detail alongside other aspects of neuroscience.

https://www.dana.org/

The British Psychological Society (BPS) Research Digest is an excellent website to explore articles in various areas of
psychology. You can join their mailing list and each week they will send you an array of new and up-to-date research
articles that have just been published. There is also a vast backlog of previously published research findings.

https://digest.bps.org.uk/

PsyBlog: “This website is about scientific research into how the mind works. The studies | cover have been published
in reputable academic journals in many different areas of psychology.”

https://www.spring.org.uk/

Psychology Today: “Psychology Today is devoted exclusively to everybody’s favourite subject: Ourselves. On this
site, we have gathered a group of renowned psychologists, academics, psychiatrists and writers to contribute their
thoughts and ideas on what makes us tick. We’re a live stream of what’s happening in ‘psychology today’.”

https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb

The NeuroSkeptic column: “Neuroskeptic is a British neuroscientist who takes a skeptical look at his own field, and
beyond. His blog offers a look at the latest developments in neuroscience, psychiatry and psychology through a
critical lens.”

https://www.discovermagazine.com/blog/neuroskeptic
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