
PSYCHOLOGY Y12 TRANSITION CHALLENGE PART 1 SUPPORTING DOCUMENT  

 

Section A: 

 

2) See separate document for the maths assessment 

 

5) Research Methods Glossary key terms: 

 Aim 

 Hypothesis 

 Directional hypothesis 

 Non-directional hypothesis 

 Independent variable (IV) 

 Dependent variable (DV) 

 Extraneous variable (EV) 

 Standardisation 

 Experimental design 

 Independent measures 

 Repeated measures 

 Matched pairs 

 Laboratory experiment 

 Field experiment 

 Natural experiment 

 Quasi experiment  

 Ethical issues 

 Pilot study 

 Validity 

 Reliability  

 Questionnaire 

 Interview 

 Observation 

 Correlation 

 Case study  

 

7) Milgram video link: http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00jg58j  

Milgram study information: 

Aim: to investigate if American citizens would be obedient even if it meant harming others, or if Germans in 

World War II were just ‘evil’.  

Method: a laboratory experiment 

Sample: 40 American males between 20 and 50 years of age from the New Haven area. 

Procedure: Participants were told they were taking part in a learning & memory experiment. They took the 

role of ‘teacher’, giving what they thought were painful shocks to an actor (confederate) who they believed 

was a fellow participant. In truth, there were no shocks. The fake shocks increased from 15 volts (a bit of a 

painful shock) up to 450 volts (which would kill you).  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00jg58j


Findings: 65% of Americans delivered 450V shocks (a lethal shock) to another citizen simply because they 

were told to do so whenever the actor pretended to get an answer wrong. 100% of the Americans delivered 

at least 300V shocks (also lethal) to another citizen.  

Conclusions: Americans are no less ‘evil’ than Germans and in fact humans simply are compelled to obey 

authority, even if it may cause harm to other humans. 

 

Summary of the British Psychological Society (BPS) Ethical Guidelines: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section B: 

 

1) Key areas of the brain you should include: 

 Split into the four lobes – frontal, temporal, occipital and parietal 

 Motor area 

 Somatosensory area 

 Visual area 

 Auditory area 

 Broca’s area 

 Wernicke’s area  

 

3) Useful websites for articles: 

www.bbc.co.uk 

www.theguardian.com 

www.thetimes.co.uk 

www.independent.co.uk 

 

Searches in the science, health, family and business sections may be useful or use the search box and enter 

‘psychology’. 

 

 

5)  TED Talk - Elizabeth Loftus 

      https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PB2OegI6wvI 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.theguardian.com/
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/
http://www.independent.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PB2OegI6wvI


6) Museum of the Mind - Explore Bethlam: Inside a 19th Century Psychiatric Hospital. 

    https://museumofthemind.org.uk/learning/explore-bethlem  

    

        Mental health discussion questions: 

a) What do you understand by ‘mental health’? 

b) What do you understand by ‘mental illness’? 

c) 1 in 4 people will suffer from mental illness at some pointing their lives. 

i) Does this statistic surprise you? 

ii) What ordinary life events may be stressful for anyone? 

d) If someone were ill for a longer period – either physically or mentally – what effect would it have on his or 

her everyday life? 

e) What effect would it have on their family and those around them? 

f) Think about how you would react. Would you find it easier to discuss with your friends a close relative 

being ill with a long term physical rather than a mental illness? Explain your answer. 

g) People who are treated by mental health services are now referred to as service users rather than 

patients. Why do you think this is? What do you think about this change? 

h) Many conditions are treated in the community rather than by a stay in hospital. What do you think are the 

advantages and disadvantages of these two courses of action for: 

a. the person being treated 

b. those around them 

c. society as a whole 

 

   

https://museumofthemind.org.uk/learning/explore-bethlem

